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Program notes:

The title alludes to the ensemble's pairing of identical instruments that, like a pair of car headlights, work in
concert to create something larger but can also function on their own. The names of the movements continue
the car metaphor: 'I. High Beams' is energetic and emphatic, 'II. Battery's Dead' is moody and slow,
'III. Turn Signals' is short and angular, and'IV. Big Fuzzy Circles' features the two guitars really working
together, just as car headlights do on a dark road at night.

As I was writing the piece, one of my main objective was to simply enjoy the process, and I hope this comes
throush in the music,
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Caught in the Headlights
I. High Beams
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lV. Big Fuzzy Circles
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Michael Karmon

Caught in the Headlights
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Julian Grav and Ronald Pearl Guitar Duo

Underwritten by the American Composers Forum
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Caught in the Headlights
I. High Beams Michael Karmon

Aggressive, edgy J = c? .ll4+
strum down

p
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strum down
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II. BatterY's Dead

Hazy, languid ) - 51cA.

gent le

legato', espress

Freely
Accel. poco a poco Fluid ( I = ca.92)

O @ (nat. harms.)

espress. 

-l 

t (l
e e .^-1-

Lyrical, expressive
21 )-  ca.86

As before, f luid Q - ca.92\

,a61o @ O
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J=ca.60
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- t poco accel - poco rit .
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Karmon-headli ghts -gtr. I-page 6



Suddenly slower ) - ca. 66
A

A bit hesitant ) - ca. 60

t-,r

With a steady pulse
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Full sound with a light touch
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fluid (J = ca. 92)Freely,

109

Lyrical, expressive
n4 )-  ca.86

poco accel
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A
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poco
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bJ
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nt.

D'

poco accel  poco r i t .

p

A tempo Stringendo poco a poco
t22 (J=ca.86)

J=ca.60
Iespress. I I,ee

Suddenly slower J = ca. 66
A
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Fast, with nervous
Ienergy )

- b

III. Turn Signals

= cB. 116

;DI

lV. Big Fuzzy Circles

(strum)

xOptional scratch along the low strings with either the
right or left hand nails. One or both players can do this.

Bright and lively ) - ca. 84
66

Smooth,gentle
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poco r i t . - - - - - - t poco accel
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poco accel
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pocont.-  - - - - t a tempo, poco r i t .  -

Accel. - A tempo, bright and lively ) - ca. 8411
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with gtr .  I I
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Guitar II Caught in the Headlights
I. High Beams Michael Karmon

Aggressive, edgy ) = c&. 114+
strum down
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legato,  lyr ical
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II. Batterv's Dead

Hazy, languid ) = ca. 51
gentle

p

art. harm.
pp

@ art. harm.

Lyrical, expressive ) = ca. 86
poco r i t .

I

#1 )

Suddenly slower ) - ca. 66
rn
Y>,,Y 

-  
r>l,o T> De.i r  E ' -

A bit hesitant i = ca. 60 (nar. harms.)

With a steady pulse

| 2 + 3
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A tempo
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l-#1 J
Stringendo poco a poco
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Freely, fluid
surtar I  I  I()ee

t t4
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Lyrical, expressive ) = ca. 86
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legato

na-

A tempo Stringendo poco a poco
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Suddenly slower ,l = ca.66

Fast, with nerYous energy )
rasq.

III. Turn Signals

= c?. 116

p

pat
*Optional scratch along the low strings with either the
right or left hand nails. One or both players can do this.

(strum)
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IV. Big Fuzzy Circles

Bright and lively ) - ca. 84

Smonoth, gentle
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Freely, lush (J = ca.
poco accel  -  poco r i t . poco rr t

p /rn

Accel. - - -- A tempo, bright and lively ) - ca. 84
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start  very s low
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Mvt. II tempo
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